In some of the recent Numbers of this Journal, we have made it our business to lay before our readers a comparative review of the progress and present state of opinions and practice in some of the more important departments of surgery ; we allude especially to the subjects of" inflammation, and ophthalmic and reparative surgery," including under the latter title our articles on plastic surgery and tendon-cutting. It is our present intention to select and examine some of the less prominent divisions of our art, which, though they possess not the charm of novelty in theory or practice, are of sufficient interest to demand at our hands some attention in the continually advancing state of surgery. The subjects we propose for consideration are the following: 1, various forms of
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Of the works before us, some are already well known to the profession. The Manual of Chelius has passed through several editions, and is in well-merited repute all over Germany ; indeed, the simple arrangement, lucid style, and conciseness with which this excellent surgeon treats his subjects, makes it matter of wonder with us that no attempt has been made to introduce his work to our own students in an English garb. Of " the time and place" as determined by necessity or with the ability to make an election; " operations which should be avoided, and others which are performed for the gratification of the patient ;" " the conduct of the operator during and after operations," &c. The various modes of employing cutting instruments, and the description of the minor operations of surgery succeed; and thus the ground is cleared for the more immediate object of the treatise, namely, the description and treatment of the various injuries and diseases which come under the observation and care of the surgeon. We shall pass over the subject of inflammation in general, and proceed at once to the consideration of the different forms of wounds.
Wounds. Of the various forms of wound the most simple and tractable is that which is produced by a cutting instrument. It is not difficult to account for the readiness with which nature generally undertakes the cure of incised wounds, when the divided surfaces are placed in contact: there has been no injury or destruction of texture beyond simple division, and therefore there is nothing to be thrown off as dead and useless, and nothing to be reproduced : in other words, neither sloughing, ulceration, nor granulation with suppuration are called for, and the process of cure resolves itself into a simple reunion of disunited healthy surfaces. This subject therefore offers but few points for remark, except as regards, perhaps, the somewhat disputed question of the manner in which the reunion takes place. Surgeons are aware that, howevef carefully an incised wound may be cleansed, even till the blood has to all appearance ceased to flow, that still a layer of material which has been termed plastic lymph, is poured out by the vessels, and is therefore interposed between the opposed surfaces. It was Hunter's opinion that this portion of the blood became organized, and served as a means of union between the divided tissues. As an analysis of the most recent opinions, touching this division of our subject, will be found in our review of the labours of Hunter, Rasori, and Macartney, we shall satisfy ourselves with extracting, as newest, the views of M. Vidal on this subject, together with his comments on the opinions of others, before proceeding to the discussion of punctured wounds. " The hypothesis of the elongation of vessels by successive circles, applied in advance of one another, is too extravagantly unphysiological to merit a serious refutation. It is, however, clearly essential that new vessels should be formed ; how, then, is this production effected ? This is the way in which I would account for it: The blood which is poured on the wound resolves itself into three parts : one dies, namely, that which is towards the cut surface, and subjected to the action of the air; a second part is converted into coagulable lymph; and lastly, the third part is composed of the globules of the blood which were most nearly approximated to the living flesh, and which have their vitality: they oscillate and move in the still uncoagulated lymph ; they pass from one cut surface to the other in such a way that there is already motion, transmission (or interchange) of blood between the two lips of the wound before the appearance of vessels. But these globules, which were at first irregularly agitated in the plastic lymph, then evidence a mutual attraction for each other, and unite into more or less direct lines; at the same time the lymph about them becomes more dense and consistent, and the currents thus begin to be protected by walls; and in this way the vessels are formed." (Vol. i., p. 23.) So much for M. Vidal Surgery, p. 211 
